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FE AC TS XX. 


The former part of Verſe 28. 


Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, 

and to all the flock. "2 
Heſe Words are part of that moſt 
excellent and affectionate Diſ- 
courſe which St. Paul made to 
1 Clergy of Epheſus, when he 
was about to take (as he ſeems to inti- 
mate) his laſtleave of them. In the Ver- 
{es going before, the Apoſtle lays before 
+ | them his own Example; wherein they 
| mightdiſcern all the Marks and CharaQ&- 
[ers of a Faithful Paſtor. 1ff. An ardent 


zeal for the advancement of . Chriſt's 
Kingdom, which no proſpect of Dangers | 
could abate or leſſen, ver. 22, 23, and 24. 
F 2dly, As a conſequence of this Zeal, an 
<4 4" indefatigable induſtry in propagating the 
E Goſpel, ver. 20. and 3dly. A great Since. 
| rity in the diſcharge of his Whole Mini: 
ſtry among them, of which he was ſo ab 
confident, that he appeals to theme a 


1 
« 


(4) 

45 Witneſſes of it, ver. 26. Wherefore F 
take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the Blood of al Men. The Apoſtle 
having premiſed theſe things, proceeds 
in the Words of my Lext to exhort them 
very ſerioufly to a faithful diſcharge of 
their Duty, Take heed therefore unto your 
ſelves, and to all the Flock. The Text is 
a Conſequence, which if it be referr'd to 
the preceeding Diſcourſe, . the Apoſtle's 
argument may run thus: You fee what 
great pains I have taken among you to fit 
you for the Miniſtry, both by my V Inſtru- 
ion and Example, take heed therefore: for 
it will be a great aggravation of your Guilt, 
if notwithſtanding the advantages you 
have Had from me, you ſhould fall hore of 
Four Daty. But if it be referr'd to what 
immediately follows, (as fairly it may) 
then it contains an earneſt perſuaſion 
to Carefulneſs, grounded upon the fore- 
ſight of the approaching Danger the 
Church would be in from its Enemies af- 
ter his departure. Therefore take heed, faith 
the Apoſtle, becauſe I know that after my 
departure, ſhall grievous Wolves enter in a- 
wong you. Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall Me 
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prove that they were all of that infert- 


(5) 


In treating upon the words, I ſhalt 
1 confider cher Perſons to whom the 
Exhortation is made. 2dlz. The fubject 
matter of it: And Lifth,, 1 ſhall beg 
leave to make an Application futtable to 
| this Audience. 177 


F ft, I ſhall bande the perſons to 
whom the Exhortation is made. That 
they were the Clergy; that is, Men pecu- 
liarly fet a- part by the Holy Ghoſt for 
the Office of the Miniſtry, is evident 
from the Words immediately following 
my Text; but of what Order, 1s not eafie 
to determine, becauſe the Apoſtle calls 
them by different names. Juſt after he 
Text, cher are ſtiled Overſeers, or Biſhops, 
as the word is uſually render'd i in other 
places. And in the 17 ver. they are calf 
ted Presbyters or Prieſts; but beer 
they were Biſhops only, or Priefts only, 
or Biſhops and Prieſts together, cannot 
certainly be known. Their being cafted 
_ Elders or Prieſts in the 17. ver. doth not, 


our rank, which we now commonly cal 
Prieſts ; and diſtinguiſh them from that 
Higher Order in the Church, which we 


call n : 3 their babe calkd E .= 
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7 J ) 
ders doth. not prove this, becauſe that 
word 1s of a much wider fignification i in 
Scripture, and we find it ſometimes aſ- 
cribed to the Apoſtles themſelves, who 
certainly were of greater Power, and Dig- 
nity than a Common Presbyter. Nor, 
on the other hand, can we certainly con- 


Aude they were all Biſhops properly ſpeak- 


ing, becauſe they are ſaid to be Overſeers 
or Biſhops of Cariſt's Flock. For the 
word Overſeer, in a ſubordinate and li- 
wited ſenſe doth as properly belong to 
the Prieſt, as to the Biſhop: He is in 
ſubordination to the Biſhop as truly an 

Overſeer of that part of Chriſt's Flock, 
which is committed to his charge, as the 
Biſhop is over his Dioceſe. But as we are 
not able certainly to determine this, ſo 
neither is it very material to do it; we are 


at liberty to abound in our own Senſe, and 


may differ in our Opinions concerning it, 
without either hurt to Religion, or the 
breach of Peace and Charity among our 
ſelves. The more probable; Opinion 
ſeems to be this, that the Apoſtles Audi- 
ence was made up both of Prieſts and Bi- 
ſhops. But that which is of much great- 
er conſequence, and which I cannot paſs 
er without taking notice of, is, That 
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ſome from this place and others of the 
like nature have endeavour d to draw an 
Argument, to maintain an Errour of high 
Importance, from whence have flowed 
Diviſions and Animoſities among us, to 
the reproach of the Reformation, and to 
the great hindrance of true Piety and 
Charity. For from this place and ſome 
others where the names of Presbyter and 
Biſhop are given to the ſame Perſons, ſome 
would conclude, that the Order and Of- 
fice of a Biſhop and Presbyter are the ſame, 
and that there is no diſtinction of the one 
from the other. But how plauſible ſo ever 
this way of arguing may ſeem to ſome, 
whoſe Cauſe it ſerves, yet it is very deceit- 
ful in it ſelf ; and, if we follow it whither 
it would lead us, will bring us into groſs 
Errours. Let us make tryal of it in another 
Caſe of the like Nature. The great Apoſtle 
St. Paul is allo called a Deacon in Scrip 
- tures, as 1 Cor. 3. ver. 5. Who then is Paul 
and who js Apollos, but Deacons by whom 
je believed? Tis true we render the word, 
Miniſters in our Tranſlation, becauſe the 
word Deacon is now in an eſpecial man- 


ner appropriated to an inferiour Order of #f 


Men in the Church, but it is Deacons in 
the Original. Now will any one from ⁶⁵ 


(3) 


hence conclude, that the Office of a an. 
{tle and Deacon were the ſame? This our 
Adverſarics will not do, notwithſtanding 
the words are undeniably applied to the 
ſame Perſon; which ſhews they allow this 
Argument to have no force any further 
than it ſerves their own Turn. Nothing 
then can be concluded barely from the 
promiſcuous ule of theſe Names in Sorip- 
ture; and ſo St. Chryſoſtow thought, as 
app DEATS from a moſt remarkable Place in 
his Comment on Phil. I. ver. . Paul to ll 
the Saints that are at Philippi, with the Bi- 
_ ſhops and Deacons. What 1s this ? ſaith he, 
Were there many Biſhops of one City 2 By 
no means; but he calls the Presbyters ſo; 
for then theſe Names were uſed in com- 
mon, and a Biſhop was called a Deacon. 
In which words of St. Chr ſo ofa, we are 
plainly taught theſe two things, 1. The 
_ confuſion of Names that was in the Apo- 
ſtles time; ſometimes Presbyters were cal- 
led Biſhops, and Biſhops were called Dea- 
cons. 2dly. The diſtinction of the Offices, 
notwithſtanding this confuſion of Names; 
for not only a Biſhop and a Deacon were 


of different Orders, as cur Adverſaries. do re 


allow, but alſo a Biſhop: and Presbyter; 
| 9055 accor ding to dt. Gee choughthere 


Were 
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88 
were many Presbyters in one City, yet 
there were not many Biſhops. And in- 
deed, though the Names were not fixed 
and determin'd in the beginning, yet the 
Orders, and Offices were. And I chal- 
lenge any one to ſhe any Church for ma- 
ny Hundred of Years atter Chrift, which 
was not govern'd by a Succeſſion of Bi- 
ſhops, as Superiour to Presbyters. And 
tis worth our obſerving, That ſome of 
the moſt learned of our Adverſaries do 
themſelves in effect confeſs this, whilſt 
convinced by the evidence of Truth, they 
are forced to acknowledge, that Epilco- 
pal Government was eſtabliſh'd through- 
out the Univerſal Church ſoon after 
the Apoſtles time. For ſince no tolerable 


account can be given, how ſo great a 


change of Government could happen in 
the Church fo univerſally and in ſo ſhare 


a time, as by their own confeſſion did; 


it makes it more than probable, that no 
ſuch change did ever happen, but that 
the Government of the Church was by 
Biſhops, from the very times of the Apo- 
ſtles, and by their ſpecial Appointment, 


And ſo much for the firſt Head. 


proceed, now in the Second place, to 
conſider the Subject Matter of the Exhor- 


8 tation: 4 
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tation: Take heed unto your ſelves, and 
to all the Flock. It conſiſts of two parts, 
both which I ſhall conſider in their Or- 
der. 


Firſt, Take heed unto your ſelves. The A- 
pPoſtle has not given us the expreſs mean- 

ing of this Phraſe here; however we may 
eaſily collect it out of his Epiſtles to Timothy 
and Titus, where we frequently find him 
exborting them, to take care of their 
Lives and Converſations, and to behave 
themſelves as becomes the Preachers of 
ſo Holy an Inſtitution. Thus 1 Tim. 4. 
ver. 12. Be thou an Example of the Belie- 
vers in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
purity; Which Advice he ſumms up briet- 
ly in the 16 ver. uſing the ſame expreſſi- 
on with that in my Text, Take heed unto 
thy ſelf. And in his Epiſtle to Titus he 
exhorts him to ſhew himſelf a pattern of 
good Works. *Tis plain then that the ſenſe 
of the Apoſtle's Advice in this place is, 
That a Miniſter ſhould take heed to lead 
an Holy Life. This he is obliged to, not 
only upon the account of his own Salva- 
tion, but alſo in order to carry on the 
Work of his Miniſtry ſucceſsfully. For 
though the wickedneſs of a Miniſter, as 
3 5 our 
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En 
our Church declares in her Articles, doth 
not hinder the effect of God's Ordinances 
upon thoſe that duly partake of them, 
and to ſeparate from a Church rightly 
Conſtituted according to Chriſt's Will up- 
on this pretence, is not lawful; yet it 
muſt be own'd, that the behaviour of a 
Miniſter, whether good or bad has great 
Power either to help or hinder the ad- 
vancement of Religion. I ſhall only in- 
ſtance in two or three Advantages of a 
good Miniſter. The Firſ# is, That he 
thereby takes the beſt Courſe to avoid 
being contemned. Though. our Holy 
Profeſſion may be hated by ſome profli- 
gate Wretches, and a Miniſter may be 
. deſpiſed purely upon that account; yet, 
commonly ſpeaking, if his behaviour be 
1 ſuch as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, he will 
in a good meaſure be above Contempt a- 
mongſt the generality of People. For 
Men are not ſo bad, but that a prudent, 
and ſteady courſe of Virtue will find ſome 
Reſpet and Eſteem among them. But 
if he be as Worldly, and Senſual as the 
+ | + reſt of Mankind are; if Luſt, or Cove- 
touſneſs, or Ambition govern him, no 
wonder if he meet with Contempt from 
Men. If a Miniſter orgs the ane RR 
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of his Profeſſion, that he is the Servant 
of the Moſt High GOD, and his Son 
CHRIST JESUS, can he wonder if 
others ſhould forget it too, and inſte:d 
of treating him with that reſpect which 
is due to his Character uſe him with 
Reproach and Contumely ; fo neceſſary 
is that advice of St. Paul to Timothy to be 


obſerved by him; Let no min eſpe thee, 
but be thou an Example to the Believers. 


But Secondly, He thereby adds Weight 
and Authority to his Inſtructions. The 
Chriſtian Religion indeed ſtands upon a 
furs Foundation, is ſupported by the 
ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Arguments, urges 
Men to the practice of the moſt amiable 
Virtues, by the moſt prevalent Motives; 
ſo that a Miniſter has great advantages 
in order to convince Men, and to per- 
{vade them to their Duty, and to ſtop 
the Mouths of Gainſayers: But yet if his 
Life be wicked, theſe very Arguments 
Joſe much of their force, they do not 
appear ſo ſtrong as otherwiſe ith would. 
For Men are apt to be ſhockt with the 
groſs Contradiction, which they diſcern 
to be between his Life and Doctrine; 
and the ſtronger his „ e againſt 
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. impenitent Sinner ſo lively, and ſeems fo 


Hence it comes to paſs that good Men 
of ſuch conſequence it is, that Miniſters 


take heed to themſelves and their Lives 
and Converſations, e LD 


ligion is not only a reaſonable, but a pra- 


attempts made in vain, to conclude it an 


Religion, than the difficulty they ap- 
pee to be in it. They are apt to 


— 

Sin are, ſtill the more they muſt be con- 
founded to conſider, That he who can 
repreſent the dangerous condition of an 


ſenſible of the Puniſhment which ſuch 
muſt undergo, can yet act in defyanee of 
all this, and live in the habitual practica 
of thoſe Sins, to which with his own 
Mouth he owns damnation to be due. 


are offended, and bad Men are hardned ; 
ſhould follow the Apoſtle's Doctrine, and 


But Thirdly, He lets Men ſee that Re- 


cicable Inſtitution too. Nothing frights 
Men more from a ſerious application to 


e ſoon diſcouraged, and after ſome few 


impoſſible Task ; and are often thereby 
tempted either to neglect it wholly, or 


elſe to flie to thoſe, who will preſcribe 


| Reformation of their Lives. But a good 


them an eaſier way to Heaven, than the 
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( 14 ) 
Miniſter ſhews how unreaſonable theſe 
Mens proceedings are, he gives them a 
ſenſible Demonſtration how falſely they 
urge the impoſſibility of being good; 
and by the conformity of his own Life to 
his Doctrine (who is one of like Paſſions 
with them) lets them ſee that the fault 15 
in themſelves, and that there is no diffi- 
culty in Religion, but what they may 


overcome, if they will but uſe the means 


with that induſtry and application af 
Mind, which a buſineſs of ſuch moment 
requires. 


So much for the Firſt part of the Ex- 
hortation, Take heed to your ſelves : I pro- 
ceed now to the Second part, Take heed to 
all the Flock. The Apoſtle exhorts them, 
Firſt to take heed to themſelves, and then 


to the Flock, becauſe the former is of ſo 


great Moment toward the due diſcharging 
of the latter, that it is not very eafie to 
imagine, how any one ſhould take ſuch 

care of CHRIST's Flock as he ovght, 
who is negligent of his own Salvation. It 


would be too tedious as well as unneceſſary - 


for me to run through all the particulars, 
wherein the Duty of a Paſtor conliſts ; 


but ſince my Text leads me to it, I ſhall 


beg 
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beg leave briefly to touch upon two 
things : 


1. A Miniſter muſt be ſare after St. 
Paul's Example, to deliver to his People 
the whole Counſel of God. He maſt 
not forbear to teach any neceſſary Do- 
ctrine, or to reprove any Vice; if he 
doth, he is unfaithful to his Truſt, and 
betrays the Souls that are committed to him. 
Some Goſpel Doctrines are very ungrate- 
ful to ſome People; and ſome Vices are 
ſo kept in Countenance by the Authority 
of Great Ones, as in a manner to be a- 
bove reproof ; but Fidelity in our Office 
requires that we ſhould neither omit A 

\|- preaching up the one, nor reproving the - 

„other: And he, who out of Fear or 

Shame, or Worldly Intereſt neglects to 
do fo, greatly offends God, and is un wor- 
thy of the high Character wherewith he 
is honour'd. He certainly is very unfit to 
be an Ambaſſador of Chriſts, who has 
not Courage or Fidelity enough to deliver 
"F the Things his Lord and Malter has given 
bim in Commiſſion. It is poſſible that it 
may happen to a Miniſter now as it did 
to St. Paul formerly ; and Men may be- 
come his Enemies, becauſs he tells "re = 
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the Truth; nay, perhaps may forſake the 
Church's Communion upon that ſcore, 
and chuſe to themſelves Teachers who 
will Propheſie ſmoother Things to them: 
Yet this muſt by no means hinder him 
from delivering theſe Truths ; tis his Du- 
ty to do it, and he muſt leave the Event 
to God ; whether they will hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear, he clears his own 
Soul from Guilt; and if they periſh, 
their Blood will be upon their own 

Heads. 


But, 2dlz. As a Miniſter muſt take heed 
to deliver to his People the whole Coun- 
ſel of God; ſo likewiſe he muſt embrace 
all Opportunities of doing it in his pri- 
vate Converſation with them, as well as 
in his Sermons. and Catechiſings. Mani- 
fold are the Advantages of Inſtructing and 
Reproving Men, which private Conver- 
ſation offers to a Miniſter : For People are 
not at all times equally diſpoſed to receive 
Inſtruction; at ſome times they are in a 
more ſerious Temper than others, and 


their Ears are more open to Diſcipline, 
which times may be cafily improved to 
the promoting of Religion and the In- 
. tereſt of Mens Souls. Thus ſhould a Mi- 


niſter 


* 
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viſter endeavour in ſome ſort ta. imitate. 


the Apoſtle's practice, and teach not on- 
ly publickly but from Houſe to, Houſe. 


I might cla this Head much. further, 
but I ſhall rather chuſe to ſpend the re- 
maining time in making an Application, 
which ſhall be to exhort you, as the A- 
poſtle doth the Epbeſaus, to take heed 
unto your ſelves, aud to all the Flock. 
And though I might enforce this Exhor- 
tation by many weighty Conſiderations 


which St. Paul ſuggeſts to me, ſuch as are 
the yalue of the Souls committed to our 


Charge, ſo valuable as to be the purchaſe 
of the precious Blood of CHRIST ; and 


I - 


the certainty of our appearance before the 


great Shepherd to give an Account how 
we have diſcharg'd our Duty ; yet at pre- 


ſent I ſhall rather chuſe to inſiſt upon that 


Argument which Sr. Paul makes uſe of 


immediately after my Text, as alſo jn the 


laſt Chapter of his ſecond Epiſtle to Ti- 
mothy, which is drawn from 4. Conſi- 
deration of the perillous Times we liye 


in; ſor an abundance of Falſe Prophets are 


gon out into the World, and Men are 


riſen up among us, ſpeaking | perverſe a 
TO to draw away len after them; f 4 
and ll 


(18) 

and our People are but too forward to 
give Ear to them, and to receive every 

one as a Divine Meſſenger who has but 
confidence cnough to tell them that GOD 

has ſent him. The Words of St. Paul to 
Timothy are the very Character and De- 
ſcription of our Age; The time will 

come when they will not endure ſound 
Doctriue, but after their own Luſts ſhall 
they heap to themſelves Teachers. Have » || + 
we not here, as in a Glaſs, our own 
Nation repreſented to the Life? For will 
our People endure ſound Doctrine? For 
Inſtance, Preach to them the neceſſity of 
an Holy Life ; ſhew them from the very 
Words of CHRIST and his Apoſtles, 
that Obedience is neceſſarily required as a 
Condition of our Salvation; and that 
ſound Doctrine is in St. Paul's ſenſe 
the Doctrine which is after Godlineſs; 
and that a ſaving Faith is that which 
worketh by Love, produceth a ſincere 
Obedience to Chriſt's Commandments, 
which is the genuine fruit of Love, and 
will they endure it? Will they not tell « iſ» » 
you, you have not the Spirit of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, you Preach up the Law, 
and not the Goſpel; and will they not 
be apt to turn away after thoſe who are 
ever 
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ever entertaining them with the Merits 
CHRIS T's Death and the eternal Sal- 
vation He has purchaſed for them 
Cwhich is indeed the only Foundati- 
on of all our hopes) but ſeldom take 


notice of what the Apoſtle teaches us, 
that he is the Author of eternal Salva- 


tion to them that obey him. It is very 
far from my Defign to reckon up all the 
Particulars contrary to ſound Doctrine, 
wherein they are fallen that diſſent from 
our Church; but one I cannot but 
take. notice, 'of, as being the main 
Thing whereby our People are ſeduced 
from us, to wit, a pretence which they 
make to greater meaſures of the Holy 
Spirit than is now promiſed in, the Go- 
ſpel. This is an Error of dangerous 


| Conſequence, and is entertain'd; by moſt 
of them that diſſent from us, though 


not in the ſame degree. is beld in 


the loweſt, degree by thoſe who, refer 


Extemporary Prayers to Forms upon this 
Account, that they have ſomething more 


Spiritual in them, are more the Work of 


, the Holy Ghoſt; and it is improved to its 
* heighth in Quakeriſin, where every one 
ſeems to claim to himſelf ſuch a Title to 
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8 
leaſt to, if not greater than the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves. And as they will not 
endure found Doctrine but run after 
Errors, ſo do they not heap unto then- 
ſelves Teachers? For do they not chuſe 
to themſelves Men for their Inſtruct- 
ors, who have no Anthority or Com- 
miltion from CHRIS T to preach the 
Goſpel, and oftentimes as little Ability 
to do it? For what is the Commiſſion 
that many of them pretend to but only 
this ; that they are inwardly moved to it? 
Now if by being inwardly moved they 
mean any extraordinary impulſe of God's 
Spirit upon them, they muſt give us 
leave to doubt of it till we have better 
proof than their own bare Words for 
it. But if they mean only an inclina- 
tion to Preach, then, I ſay, though they 
are never fo ſtrongly inclin'd to it, and 
were moreover well qualified for this 
Work (as commonly they are not) yet 
all chis doth n6t give them ſuffieient 
Authority to act as Miniſters. For the 
being able and willing to execute an 
Office doth no more give one a Right 
and Title to it in the Church than in 
the State; and one eminently vers'd in 
che Law might as reaſonably ſet up be 
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be a Judge without a Commiſſion, as 


Miniſtry, whence it comes to paſs that 


off wing aud Doctrine. We ſhould re. 
Fear or baſe Compliance. We ſhould 


. 8 


one well skill'd in the Goſpel to be 
a publick Teacher without being law- 
fully appointed thereto ; feeing then 
notwithſtanding the Apoſtle's Queſtion, 
How ſhall they Preach except they be 
ent? Many thruſt themſelves into the 


abundance of Errors are. daily ſpread | 
among” us, and our People are in dan- 1 
ger of being {ſeduced from our Commu- 
nion; it behoves us to be upon our 
guard, and to watch over our Flocks 
with all Diligence. We ſhould, as St. 
Paul adviſes Timothy, Preach the Word; 
be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seafon, | Ne- 
prove, Rebuke, Exhort with all Lang- 


ſolutely maintain the Truth without 


teſtifie againſt the reigning Evils ef the 
times both in Doctrines and Manners. 
Particularly we ſhould ſeriouſſy lay be- 
fore our People the great Sin of Schiſm, 
and the Obligation that lies upon them 
from the Goſpel to keep the Unit) of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; and 
how much ſcever they may lock upon 
themſelves to be at liberty torfollow r 
5 „ their 
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their own Humours,, and how Inno- 
cent ſoever it may ſeem to them, to 
run after every one that ſets up for a 
Teacher; yet let them know, that that 
Apoſtical Precept is (till in force, Obey 
thoſe that have the Rule a jou, 
for they watch for your Souls; and 
that the Minilters of the eſtabliſhed 
Church are now thoſe Perſons to whom 
this Obedience in Spiritual Things is 
due by the Law of God. For ſince 
their Call to the Miniſtry is in all things 
agreeable to the Will of CHRIST; 
and the Church they are appointed 
to Officiate in, is conſtituted according 
to the ſame Will of CHRIS T; all 
Chriſtians of this Nation are obliz ged 
to: continue Members of this Church, 
to hold conſtant Communion. with it, 
and to pay ſuch Obedience to the Mi 
niſters of it, as is due by the Law of 
CHRIST to Goſpel: Miniſters. And 
as we ſhould: thus inſtruct them in this 
great Duty, ſo ſhould we take Care 
that neither by the Viciouſneſs of our 
Lives, or Negligence in our Callings, 
we give Offence to weak. Brethren, 

and. alienate- their Minds from our Com- 
munion. For though this will ale 
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ſtife them who leave the Church up- 
on this Account; yet it will greatly 
aggravate our Guilt, and that moſt grie- 
vous Wo will belong to us, which our 
Saviour has denounced againſt ſuch as 
offend thoſe little Ones that believe in 
him : Which ihat it may never be de- 
nounced againſt any of us, let us hum- 
bly beg of God, tor JESUS CHRIST's 
ſake. Amen. : 0 
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